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- Philip. iv. 8. 71 

Finally, Brethren, whatſoever things are true, 
whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 


G 


whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever, 


things are of good report ; if there be.any 


vertue, and if there be any praiſe; think or Hh. 


theſe thmgs. 


buſineſs. to treat'ofithis Text, in a way that I 
. thought. did oft tend to the informing your 
Judgments : And to that purpoſe I have raiſed ſeveral 
Obſeryations, and drawn ſeygral Inferences from it. 


I mean now to Treat of it.in another way, and to- 


apply my ſelf wholly to the prefling you to the Pra- 
Etice of it. 
| And; indeed the Nature of. the Sermon I-am' to 
make,. doth call for this from me. For I am now ta 
take my leave of you ; this being the laſt time in all 
probability that I ſhall Preach among you as your 
Miniſter : And therefore I ſuppoſe good Advice and 
Exhortation will more become meat this time, than 
a cloſe Diſcourſe upon a Text. 

And yet, my Text doth afford matter enough, 
without ſtraining it, for ſuch a purpoſe : Nor indeed 
| Þ | do. 


_ 


TW Have the two- laſt Lord's Days, made it my» V 


C61] ; 

do T know a Text 1n the Bible, that I could 5orm 
willingly pitch upon to leave with you, as the laſt 
advice I would give you, and as the Sum and Con- 

cluſion of my Preaching among you;; than theſe 
Words of St: Paull have now read to you. | 

Let me therefore at this time addreſs my (elf to you 
all, as the Apoſtle here did at the concluſion of his 
Epiſtle to the ples nes Finally Brethren whatſoever 
things are true, \&C: * 

Here are a great many chings recommended by the 
Apoſtle to our thoughts and purſuir. If we would 
make a diſtribution of them, I believe.chey will all 
naturally enough fall under theſe Four Heads, For the 
things here recommended are not ſo many as the words 
by which they are expreſilt; there being ſeyeral Words 
uſed in this Enirmeration, chat "are of the fame i im- 
portance, and ſeem to expreſs much the ſame thing. 

" The Four Heads I would reduce them to are theſe, - 

- . | A Conſtant Adbyence to the true Religion. | 

' Honeſty ahd Juſtice in our Dealings, © © © 

m A Life of ſtrif Purity, in oppoſition to Senſu- 
aliry and Lewdnels. 

IV. The Adorning the Doftrine of God we do proſe eſs, 
by the conſtant Prattice of every other thing that is Virtu- 
0ns or Commendable , or well thought ' of by Mankind. 

This, as I take it, is a fair account of the Parts 
of this Text: and cheſe I ſhall moron the _ of my 


following Exhortation. - | 
I begin with the firſt. Finally my PTY "9 


feever things are true, think on thoſe things. 
8 8 The 
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The Truths that S. Paul here exhorts them to think 
on are undoubtedly the Truths of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt which he had delivered to:them. Thele he 
would have them to think upon, and perfift in, and 
never to be prevailed upon by any Temptation. to. 
depart from them. - 
Let me-now apply this Advice of his to you.” It 
is the particular Blefſing of God: to this Kingdom, 
and an ineſtimable Bleſbing it is, that he has noz on- 
ly vouchſafed us the Light of his Goſpel for many: 
ears, but He has alſo taken Care that the Truths of 5 
{hould be delivered te us with greater Purity and Sin- 
cerity, and freer from the mixcures of Errour than: 
to- moſt, I was going to lay, thatito any other Pea- 
plein the World. | 
 Tfit lay in your way tomake obſervations concern- 
ing the: State of Religion'in other Countreys; nay. or- 
but to read the Accounts. that are given of it: I am. 
ſureyou wonld be convinced how exceedingly happy 
we of this Church are; above'all the other Churches 


_ - .Q' therefore let us all firmly adhere to-the Truths 
"we have been taught; to the Truths we have hitherto. 
made Profeflion of.- © And let us firmly-adhere to that 
Church-which hacly held fortly'theſe Truths ro us,. and 
caught us this Profeſſion. lt Tt: 
-. Wedonot pretend that anyChurch'is Infallible,and 
therefore not ours: . Bur this we dare ſay and we can 
juſtifie ; chat if we take our meaſures concerning the 
Truchs of Religion from the Rules of che Holy Scrip- 
tures, and the Platform of the Primitive Churches 
| the, 
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the Church of England is undoubredly both as toDo. 
drine and Worſhip, the Pureſt Church that is ar this 
day in the World; the moſt Orthodox 1n Faith, and 
the freelt on-the.one hand from Jdolatry and Superſtiti- 
0n,..and-on the other hand from Freakiſhneſs and En- 
thufiaſm of any now extant. Dt <3 Ng 

:| Nay I dofartherday with great{eriouſnels, and as 
one'that expe&ts-toj be-called to account ar the dread- 
ful Tribunal of God for what now fay, if Ido nor 
ſpeak in ſincerity : That I do in,my Conſcience be- 
lieve, tharif the Religion of Jelus Chriſt, as it is deli- 
, ver'd:iin theNew 'Teſtameat, be the true Religion (as 
Iam certain lit is:) Then the Communion of the 
Church of England is a {ate way to Salvation, and the 
ſafeſt of any I know in the World. 

And therefore I do exhort you all in the Name of 
God, ſtedfaſtly to -hold and to perſerye in this Com- 
munion. | Me | 

Here you have the Things that are true. Think of 
them and-embrace them heartily ;, and Live. and Die 
in the Profeſſion of them. This is- the Doctrine I 
have always Taught you, and by the Grace of God I 
mean to-Practile accordingly. 

IT. The next thing I haye to recommend to you 
from theſe words of the Apoſtle is Univerſal Honeſty 
and Juſtice and Righteouſneſs in your Converſation, 
Whatſoever things (laith he) are true, whatſoever things 
are boneſt ; whatſcever things are juſt ; think on thele. 
things. 1; 
You fee I join theſe rwo. words Honeſt and Juſt 
together, as importing the ſame thing. Tho yer [ 
) am 


I I HE. 


am..aware that the word we here render Honeſt is 
often uſed in; another ſignificatian,: that is to ſay for. 
Grave or Yenerable:; But ſince that other Ggnification 
falls ict moſt properly under my laſt Head, I wave ir 
here and take the word as our Tranſlation renders it.] | 
Indeed it is in 'vain to expect; any advantage. from 
our profeſſion of the Truth, if we be not ſincerely Juſt 
and Honeſt in our Attions. _ pO tan, 
: Whoſoever can allow himlelfia the practice of any 
diſhoneſt, knaviſh, indirect Dealing, ler that Man be 
never ſo Orthodox in his Belief and Opinions ; yet 
I am. ſure he is no true Chriſtian, © _ DOS 
Q therefore let me exhort you all, whatever .In- 
rereſts you have to ſerve; whatever Dealings you 
are ingagedin, to be always ſtrictly Juſt and Upright 
iu, your. Converſation. - Uſe noTricks, practiſe no. 
ill Arts for the ſerying your ends, bur 1n all your. 
tranſactions with Men, deal with that Simplicity and 
Integrity and good Conſcience, that becomes thoſe 
who would be accounted the Diſciples of Him who 
was the moſt Innocent, the moſt Sincere, and the leaſt 


Intrigueing Perſon. inthe World. in 
Allure your ſelves no diſhoneſty can proſper long. 
Whatever turns you, may ſerve by it at preſent, gf 
ADORONTTIPRA RE IEEE SE DONTOS Rt LAT 
you will birterly repent of it ſame rime or other. Bur. 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtice dotheſtabliſh a'mans Ways., 


And the upright. Man,tho. heis not always the richeſt, 
$4. 4\s% 5 p bg. "of 4 IEF 3d... Ck > SY he 5 Ss "— + y44 
yet always walkech molt fourly:.; And .as for the, 
; bo WEE hp ghd $32 Fa L938] '* BEIT. fa as >! #1 
final event of things;. Remember 'this that God Al- 
mighty has pronounced that no Unrighteous men, no 
Covetous, no Liars, no Extortioners ſhall enter .mto the 
| Aungdom of Heaven, But to goon, . B Ill. 


- Wo 


and temperate both in our {Gs and Lives: nts 
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inf, henexr ad Ke £ "*re phre2” Mieaniti 
hereby” chat ' we'ſHould Riddy "ro I pure 43nd cha 


me 


all Exceſles, and Lewdnels, "Ld Senfaalit 

- Ani "if he thbugth; it conveRliene"in thin 
ſtridneſs and ſeverity and devorion, to pr che 
trans in mind of this : Lam ſure it is not only con 
venient but, neceſla nl in"this Age fon ; 
when Loxury atid ery, "when & horedom 
and Drunkenneſs; and wy ou of Vices that are coli? 
trary.to Purity, are grown to that. height am bas? 
that we ſeem''rg” mg [God ey icy by odr' 
denr PraQtice of them, and provok c "Him ts git us' 
up tw Deftniction. ' - 


1 ray od take th velic 16 Nacho Acts (enfibjel 
of the oy and Wickednte Jerdonb the dit 
oe a6} HP fg atjices oF thelt Practices! 


; as for, you who are here preſeric, "Fer me beſpeakt! 
69 in the Words" of rhe Apotliet' Pratly Beloved, I 


Jou "ds Strang 75" gil s, jou ſrabe'f oh 
y ſts,” whe ob Rik be SoRtz" of i thts 
you 4s you Bs MN Hons Es our Lord and Mr 
hs, ” " INE: hee Be feſervacion &f 
iN Have afly” by 
certi Ta TH your I for yonr: Fa- 
mulies ;. as oc iy atly efto'the Bublick, that 
Ffeminacy and Sorts dDiſcalts may not "be 6h. 
iited upon bur PoſttYAMRHFF as por lovely ditt fivtt = 
Souls 
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Souls, and hope a Hy of Gad.in Heaven, 
fearn to live Soberly, learn to live Chaſtly, learn ro 
practiſe Purity and Temperance in all. your Conver- 
| Firiom Ayaid Whoredom and Nrunkeageſs as, you 
would the Plague, far certainly, they aro the worſt gf 
Pfagues to them that nſech&ta.; For other Blagues do 
otily put our Bodies in danger, . but theſe do, endanger 
both our Souls and Bars | Nay.as to the, one. ([ 
mean our. Souls), they will prove cerrain,inevicable 

Deſtcudtion without Repemance and Reformation, 
1 know.thele things are. mage light Matters of by 
a great many among Ws, Bur allure your ſclyes God 
will not account them fo; it 1s certain he will not. if 
we may believe his Word; for it «there told us ex- 

prefly > at Whoremongers aud Adulterers (God will jadlge. 
_ And withal, thax nee Adulterers, ugr Forweatars, wor 
rnclean. Pon , nor Drunkards ſhall ever mherit the King- 

no of God or of Girilh, <5 boo blo\ 
IV. I proceed to the laſt Head of Advice that is gi- 
ven iri my. Text. - The; Apoſtle having;inſtanced in 
Three things neceſſary. to, be. daily thoughe upqn, and 
purſued by al] Chriſkans, wiz... rathand Honeſty and 
Purity, leaves offt:to, meddle any, farther wich particy- 
lars, .and furs up, rhereſbof; lus Advice/in, generals. 
And that ſum comes ra this, thats. pe are Chriſtians 
| We ſhould not only cake care of the three forementio- 
ned things, but ſhould, make;it ous. buſineſs to im- 
prove our ſelves in.cyeryqcher {ous of, Yigrye ; nay in 
every other ſort ob rhing ti4v, is Prajſerworthy, - or char 
is well eſteemed of, among Mankind, So tha really 
ic ſhould be che endeavor ghour Lives to, render our 


oo eg 81%; 43 —* g< © : . 
ſelyes as exedliens, and as exemplary fox, all fares of a- 
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- miable Qualities as it is poſſible'for.men'to be in this. 
Cri $+4©1.* LV} V1 2 (iwwUsy IE 7 Li, 


- 
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© ThisTtake to bethe full: meaning of thoſe foar ex- 
prefſions that follow in. my Text, Whatſcever things: 


4. 


are lovely, whatſorver things are of good report, if. there be. 
any Viene, if there be any Praje, hink of theſe thug, 
 - Andnow Brethren; ſee from-hence what your -Ob- 
ligations are. "You that, have ſuch, a glorious. Lighe. 
vouchfifed yor; ſlick ubvaluable-Promiles, 3th | 
mighty: Alftances mide over” to-you by the Goſpel 
of Chriſt You muſt in Reafon-imagine thar in recurn: 
[of theſe great Advantages, grear things arc. expected. 
_ It will not facisfie your Engagements, that you do! 
believe and'profefs the Goſpel, that youdo no wrong 
to your Neighbours, . that you are neither. given to: 
Lewdhe nor'Drinketinels; (tho 'yec even theſe, as. 
the World goes, are very great things, and' could all 
Men that profeſs Chriſtianity truly lay this- of them- 
ſelves; we*ſhould/fogn fee Heaven, upon Earth) Buc 
yourChtiſtianity obliges you! ro. aſpire. after. greater 
things ;"''you' mult ger-*your ſelves" poſſeſſed of the 
whole Circle of Virtues; you muſt be Kid and Cha- 
ritableas well as Juſt and Fildmft; you tmuſt be Modeſt 
and Meek and Humble, as:welt as Teniperate and Chaſt: 
Nay not only fo, bur you are to labour after all. 
theſe ſeveral Virtues, inthe full Lacicude-and Extent 
of them , even to' that Uepyee 'tHat every thing which 
hath -but the "appearance of Evil is'to be avoided by you. 
You are not only to abſtain from "Acts of Tajaftice, 
bur even from*doing a hard thing to any 'one;. you 
are not only to keep your elves within the known. 


' 


| fomething of che Methods of that purſuir, or che 
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Limits of Temperance and Chaſticy, but to avoid 


all: choſe things thar border upon the Vices oppoſite 
thezeunto,” and fo as to.all other inſtances; If a thing 
be of i/{ Report, and looks infamoully to the ſober 
part-of Mankind, why that very Conf1deration-is e- 
nough to deter you from the. Practice of ir; For you 
are: to. recommend your Religion to all the Men in 
the World, by all the ways that ..are poſlible.. 
... Ina Word: you are to-cndeavor to be as free from 
blame 'in. your whole Converſation as you poſſibly 
can,zand not only ſo,but to be as good, and to do as 
much good as your Circumſtances will allow you. 

"This now: is to be a. Chriſtian indeed ; by thus en- 
deayouring you truly walk worthy of that high and 
heavenly. Calling, wherewith: you are called, and 
you do-(as the Apoſtle-adviſes) adorn the DoFrine of 
God. in. all things; and: bappy,: extreamly happy are 
they that do chus, - for-great is their Reward. Great 
even. in. this World ia the ſolid Peace and Aſſurance 
of Gods Favor which they here. enjoy, and which in- 
deed far exceeds all the Bleſſings that the Earthcan-at- 
ford; but exceedingly great in the Life ro come, 
when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come with all che Powers 
of Heaven: to.do Honor to.thole that have thus here 
honoured him.. ng 

- Thus have Lgone through all the parts of my Text, 
but I do not think tha I oughr'ſo to leave ir. I have: 

iver. you an account of the, things thar Sr, Paul. harh 
here-direted us to; to. be: the main puriuic of .our 
Lives. BuclI think likewiſe it will be proper to ſpeak 


Means; 
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' means which we are to obſerve, it we would practiſe 
this Fext ;| and here I am-to-begin-anew! with my 
Advices. Several. things | have to reprefeat;upon 
this Occaſion and to exhort you to, I am not much 
ſolicirous, whether they ſtrictly belong romy Argy- 
ment or no. ' But [defire to leave them with» you, 
as things that I judge to be very uſeful, and which I 
wiſh may be ever remembred by you, ' 
And the Firſt ching | would: exhort you to is this, 
That you ' would endeavour" to poſſeſs. your Minds with 
hearty Senſe of God Almighty, and the abſolute ' Neceſſity 
of being ſeriouſly Religions. 

I do not mention this, as if [thought there was an 
need to cautiqn you againſt #hei/nr or Infidelity, for 1 - 
hope not matiy among us are inclined that way. _ 
Mankind are naturally diſpoſed to believe a God 
| and Religion, and fince through-Gad's Bleſling ir is 

Chriſtianity that is the Religion of our Country, and 
in which we have been all Educated : I look upon an 
Atheiſt or an Infidel among us; to be a ſort of Prodigy, 
2 ſtrange unuſual Creature 5 vaſtly different: from 

thoſe of his own Kind. Y LT 

Bur here is the thing. Though molt of us;profels 
Religion and the true Religion, yer many..of us 
have no lively or hearty Senſe of it. .' We uſe Reli- 
gion as we do our Cloths, They are very convenient, 
nay perhaps neceſlary, andtherefore we wear them; 
and for the particular form or modeofthem: we fak 
low, as tro thar, the Cuſtom of the Countrey'where 
we live. Yer as the Clorhs we wear do not alter che 
Complexion orFeatures of our Body, fo neicher w_ 

| 
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che/Religion we Profels any more affe the Temper of our 
Souls: We {trve'our ſelves in both Caſes of the outward Con- 
yeniencies thatare to be had by them, but we are ſtill the ſame 
ro our Perſons both as onward and inward Lineaments. 

But alas this is a'very ſorry way of being Religious 
and will do us no great kindneſs. We may perhaps reap 
ſome ſecular advantages by it, but yet even the very trouble 
and' pains it puts.us to, do equal the Conveniencies we have 
from it. The Men that live thus, are juſt ſerved likethoſe 
that work in rich Mines. They are daily imploied about 
Gold and Silver or Gems, and they work hard, and they 
have their days wages for their Labour, but they are not a 
whit-che richer for the Treaſures that come into their hands. 


_ *”Your Religion will never ſerve you to any extraordinary 


purpoſes, till your Hearts be affected with it as well as your 
Underſtandings. Let me therefore adviſe you, as you love 
either your Happineſs in this World, or inthe next, make it 
your principal care to pet a lively and vigorous Senſe of God 
impreſſed upon/your Minds. And look upon it as the greateſt 
Intereſt you haveto catry on, the greatelt Buſineſs you have 
ro do in this World ( as it really is) to approve your ſelves 
rorhis God by a {tncere endeavour mall your Convetfation, 
t6 walk as his Son Jeſus Chriſt hath raught you. If you do- 
this, you- will certainly find che Sweet and Comfort of ic 
both here and hereafter. 

When all is ſaid; it isa vain thing for any man to expe&t 
4 tolerable eafic paffage rhrough this World, unlels he have 


" the Hopes of' Gods Favour to {upport him under che Multi- 


tude of evil Accidents which the State of Humane Life will. 
neceſfarily expoſe him to. And as for the other World, with- 
our theſe Hopes he is perfettly loſt : And to be able to en- 
rertain any rational Hopes of God's Bleſſing and Favour, is 

a 


f 16]. | 
a very vain thing likewiſe, unleſs we make jt our bufmeſs. 
with our whole Hearts and'Souls to ſerve and pleaſe and- 
obey Him. | T4}: 
There are a great many Rules and Maxims-that we ule; 
| to give to our Friends or 'our Children for the making;their 
Fortunes, and I cannot deny but they are-exceeding good 
ones. Thus for-inſtance, we adviſe them toger a true un- 
derſtanding -of their Buſineſs, and to purſue ic diligently, 
ro keep -out of ill Company, to aveid Drinking or-Ga- 
ming and Lewdneſs, and to ſtudy the Tempers and Hu- 
mors of Mankind, -and to learn to apply themſelves-dex- 
- terouſly to thoſe they have occaſion to-converſe with ; why 
theſe and ſuch-others are excellent Rules and moſt worth: 
of all Men to be ſtudied and practiſed, But till there - 
is one Rule above all theſe, and without which all the o- 
ther will fignifie very lictle to the making a. Mans Life ea; 
fie and comtortable; and that is to preſerve a lively ſenſe of 
God upon our Spirits, to have his Fear always:before our 
Eyes, to love hin-above all things, to value, his Favor 
more than Life, and to-dread his Diſpleaſure asthe worſt 
of Evils. If we can but once getour Souls into this frame, 
wehave done eur Buſineſs both for this World and for Eter- 
nity.; All the other particular Rules and Advices will be in 
| a great meaſure ſuperfluous; for he that is poſleſled of this 
good Principle will of courſe naturally fall into the practice 
of them. And beſides this Fear and Love of God in our 
Hearts, as it.is the moſt effeftual means, according to the 
uſual Diſpofition of the Divine Providence, to pur us into * 
good Circumſtances of Living ; fo it is the only means of ' 
making our Circumſtances LaPPY ro us, if they be good; 
m—_ if they be bad. 


or of making them caſte and 
I do 
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 1do therefore moſt earneſtly recommend it 
to: you, as you deltre that either you or yours 
may proſper, nay, as you would not be very mi- 
ſerable; be not contented with a ſuperficial out- 
{ide Religion, but afte&t your minds as deeply as 
is poſlible with a ſenſe of God, and what you 
owe to him ; and endeavour to impreſs the ſame 
{enſe upon your- Friends and Children, and all 
that are about you. Thetruch of 3t 1s, fo much 
doth our preſent happineſs, as well as our fu-_ 
ture, depend upon this belict of God, and love 
to him, and hopes of his favour ; that were ir 
not for this, the preſent World with all cheima- 
g1nary plcaſtres and glories of it would appear 
to all wiſe and good men, not only an empty 
dull unſatisfactory: place, but a diſmal melan- 
choly priſon, If it was lppos'd that all things 
| here were:the effects of bind Chance, or fatal 
Neceſlicy, and thatithere were:no Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs that :did iprefide over. the World, or 
took - care- of Mankind; no confidering man 
could deſire to hivehere. LE ( 

The Second thing 1 would leave with you, 1s 
this, That after you have got into your mindsa 
hearty fence of Gad and his Providence, and his 
preſenceand goodnels; ſo:as that you mean to 
make 1t the buſineſs of your lives to recommend 
your {clyes to. him: you would inthe:next place, 
take care to keep up that ſenſe by a conflant and 
awily Worſhip of him. 7-6 ".— 
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For God's fake, and'for your own Souls ſake, 
do not negle&t your Prayers. You muſt never 
think that God will bleſs you, if you do not 
make a Conſcience of 'daily paying him your 
tribute of Honour and Worſhip. 

Be ſure therefore, you be conſtant in your | 
private Devotions. As you every day receive the 
renewed pledges of God's love and goodneſs to- 
wards you m a thouſand inſtances: ſo letievery 
day your affe&tion and gratitude be exprelſs'd to 
him, by hearty Prayer and Thankſgiving. This 
15 abſolutely neceſſary to be done, as I have 
often told you, if you mean to preſerve any 
hearty ſenſe of Religion in your minds. 

But beſides this I have another thing to re- 
commend to all thoſe thar have Families. They 
are Heads and Goyernours of a Society. For in- 
deed the firſt notion of Socrety 1s that of a Fa- 
mily. Every Family 1s: a little Kingdom, and 
every: Kingdom 1 1s or ought; to 'be a great Fa- 
mily. Now 1s1t natural, -isit'decent, that there 
ſhould be any Society upon earth wherein God 
ſhould not be owned and worſhipped ? And yet 
woe be to: us; how many thouſands of Families 
are there 1n: this Kingdom, ' nay, I am afraid, 
even in and about this City,. wherein God is 
not ſo much as named in publick, unleſs. per- 
haps by the way of affront, by the way of Car- 


fine or Swearing. 
ED 1: We 
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| We dcſervedly complain of the great looſe- 
nels and profaneneſs and irreligion that hath 
overſpread the face of this Nation. O! I doubt 
a great deal of the blame of it lies upon the Houl- 
holders, the Maſters of Fanilies among us. If 


| they would take better care of their Children 


and Servants, and let them know what it-15 to 
worſhip God, things would'not be ſo bad among 
us. But how. can we expect better, when there 
is no Religion either taught or practiſed in our 
houſes. We give our domeſticks opportunities 
enough,ot learning all our bad qualities; but we 
give theny none'of learning our good ones, if 
we have any. | 

. . They fee-us oficnding . God | by - many raſh 
words and-{inful a&tions ; but they. do not ſee us 
repenting, and asking God's pardon by our ſo- 
lemn Prayers and applications to the Throne of 
Grace. Let us: therefore ſeriouſly lay this. point 
co heart. ' Lam ſure: we have juſt cauſe todo it. 
Ler us. bring Religion into our Families, and. 


not be contented:that once a week ſome of our 
people in their turns ſhould hear ſomething of ic. 


Let us every day call our family together, and 
ay our common tribute of Prayer and Praiſe 
26 the mercies we do daily receive in common. 
Methinks our Saviour ſeemed to: have a-re-_ 
ſpect to this very duty,and to charge it mightily 
upon us, when he made us that gracious pro- 
CG: mile. 
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miſe that even, where two or three were gathered 
together it his name, there would he be in the mid} 
of them. Sure, his words have meſt naturally a 
reſpe&t to the worlhip of God that 1sperform'd 
m Fathilies. As hath:hkewiſe the very contri- 
Vaice of the Lord's Prayer: all the Petitions 
thereof being ſo framed, as to be moſt proper 
toi be faid by more thati one, and yet too when 
we. have ſhat our doors for chat purpoſe. But, 

Thirdly, As you ought to take care about the 
worſhip of God 18 your Cloſets and in- your 
Families ; ler nic add, that it equally concerns 
you to frequent the more publick worſhip. of 
God in his own houſe. Ir is a bad. fign-of-fome 
very 1 Principle or other, for: any man; ta'be 
much a Rranger- there. Even'to. have the liber- 
y' and opportunity of worſhipping'God in pub- 
lick, is one of the greateſt blefimgs and privi- 
ledges that we. can have in-this: World; and 
hath by good men always:been fo accounted. 
Now fute, if we have this Notion of it, we ſhall 
think our ſclyes mightily concerned to. take all 
oppottunitics'thar come 1n our way, not only 
on- Stindays,-bur' on other days, of reforting_to 
the publick Aſſemblies, and joyning with them 
in the folemn ſacrifice of Prayer and Thankf- 
giving; and thinking it a good. day tous wherc- 
1h we have thus employed our ſclves. : 

The Sacrifices of 'this kind that we _—- » 


\ 


hy U> © 1 Mis os WA. 


yo» 0 $0 ay; Wo - 9 GY 


| i 


.” 


21). 

God with. ar honeſt and-devoys; mind,: we catl- 
not doubt will always; find; accepianceand pro- 
duce their effects; nay. perhaps: when our Clo- 
ſet-prayers will, not. -:For--there, are, <«rtainly 
more,promiſes.tb publick prayers than to priviare 
ones. Tho' yet, both ate yery good, nay both 
are abſolacely ;neceflary. .. But tro procecd;. 

 Fourthly ;\ Being upon this Argument 'of the 
mcans.and inſtruments of Rehigion, you may be 


fure 1 cannot. onut the mentioning} of another 
thingz-ag one of thoſe points that wauld moſt 
ferionſly recommend. to you, and that js the fo- 


mn obſervation of the Lord's Day. 
Iam not for laying ſtreſs upon the keeping of 


this day,,ar any other, more than the nawre. of 


thing! 'r<quirss.:: 1 am fenfible:that-the do- 


"rine. about the-obſervation of the Sabbath, as 


44 is delivered by; forme; Men, is. ſaperſiitious c- 
nough,and oftentimes,where it is belieyed;proyes 
,Farhe&t 'a ſnare: $0 mens Gonſciences, than of uſe 
to. make: theta: more Rehgipus. Far. therefore 
am: 1 from defiring; you 40; be; nice and ſ(crupu- 
js about the; Puniilis's of the Lord's day fer- 
vice... The Laws bothr.of: God and men haye in 
that matter lets a great deal to your own: dil- 
cxetion, andthe; circumſtances: you.ars in. But 
however thus much./is-.neceOary; thas every man 
who profeſleth himlelf a:Chriftiad fhould bear 
a.conſtant Religious regard to the Lord's a 
& 
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by- devoting: it to'ſpiritual'uſes; more eſpecially 
-the publick worſhip-of God. 
--.F do-nort much-doubt'of the truth of the ob- 
etvation which fom&good men have-made,v7z, 
"That'amanſhall proſper muchbetrer bothin his 
Spiritual and Temporal affairs,all the week after, 
for his carctul obſervanceot the Lord's day. And 
F amlikewiſe*of. opihionithat thoſeimen have 
lictle or no ſenſe of Religion, that make no con- 
ſcience of ſantitying that day,or that put no dif- 
' ference/between it and other days. Sure Fany;,were 
there nothing of a'divine-command for the ſet- 
ting apart this day to Religious uſes(which yer'I 
believe there 1s); yet 1t 15: one of the-moſt pru- 
: dentand uſeful p oRS vio thatever wasmade. 
-So that:ever- upon! thar' account; all'men thr 
| have any honour 'for' God;'or'zeal for the' pub- 
lick good, ROY remand themſelves Souged to 
oblerye-1t.' CO ROD LIFT N 
*The binefic of i it aro indeed unſpeakable Nr 
' to mention the Civil or Temporal conveniences 
of it; in truth to the keeping up the Religion 
of this day.we owe'ina\great mealure'that the 
very Face of Chriſtianity hath hitherto been pre- 
ſerved among us. And were it'not for this, for any 
thing 1 know, moſt! of |us -1t-a very | few years 
-would become licle betterithan Heathens & Bar. 
barians:And ſo greatan influence towardsthema- 
king men better, or at leaſt keeping them from 
grow- 
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growing worſe, hath:this practice;always:had ; 
that you may obſctvye: the; 'maſt-profligate, nien: 
among us, who for their wickedneſs come'to an 
untimely end, do generally. impute their falling 
into thoſe. fins which cauſed their: death; to; 
their breaking the Sabbath; /as|they; commonly: 
expreſs it. But,  »H- Sc. 53 
. Fifthly,, Let me upon this occaſion put you 
in;mind of- another thing; which þy -many: of 
us[15.t00 much neglected. And: that'is, the ta-| 
king. all opportunities of coming to the: holy 
Sacrament: . ere hey: 
1 have often-ſpoken, to, you about 'this-mat- 
ter,and I-now deſire to remind-yourof itt: There 
are little hopes you will ever make any great pro- 
grels 1n vertue and holineſs, til] you can; bring 
your ſ{c]ves to-a,frequent.and, conſtant: parnct 
pation 1n.. this! holy Myſtery:'; Becauſe; indeed 
this 1s the ſolemn Ordinance that Chriſt- hath 
appointed. for-;the conveying- lus grace to us, 
and inabling-us.to gyercome our ſins, arid;grow 
daily..in vertue and -goodnels.: INS 1 -17 
I know we.have:gencrally many and invete-_ 
rate prejudices as to this matter: But aſſure,your 
ſclves they are [meer prejudices; :and;no good 
reaſons. Every man. that means and;deſigns.ho- 
neſtly, and endeavours to lead-his:life.as a:Chri- 
ſta ought to do;;may+certainly with as'little 
ſcruple come eyery -Month to the Communion, 
as 
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as he may come every Week to ſay his Prayers: 
or -hear a'Sermot) Nay, and-1 Tay further; if a; 
man do not ſo lead 'his life, that he may ap- 
proach to the Sacrament: every - Month, nay 
every .Week,. nay ievery- Day;! if there be occa- 
ſong: Iam afraid: that he dothinvt live Jo; as 
to be fit for it, tho' he comes but once 1n a 
year, or 'once 1n {eyen' years. Fof' the ducnels of 
your preparation: doth'mot depend: upon' your 
ſerting 'ahderſo' many extraordinaty daysfor'the 
forcing your {clves into a Religious poſture of 
mind, but upon the plain natural frarie: and: 
temper of 'your fouls, as' they conftantly Rand 
mchined' to vertue and goodneſs. A'man'ithae 
ſeriouſly mdeavours to live honeſtly and religi- 
ouſly may come to the -Sacrament at an hours 
warning; and be a. worthy Receiver.On 'the'o- 
ther fide; amah thathves a'careleſs or a ſenſual 
life may ſet: apart a whole Week or a whole 
Month, for: the: exerciſing Repentance, and pre-: 
paring-hinfelf for the Gomitnunion,/and yer not 
| be ſo worthy a Recaver'as the other. And yet 
he may be a worthy Receiver too, provided he 
be really honeſt and ſincere! in the miatrer 'he 
goes about; -and'proyidedithathe remember'his 
vows afterward, atid Jo not'{ink again mto his 
former RKateiof careleſnefs 'and fenſualiny. 

- /Burto retuirn © #y (pome.'T do verily think 
that:moſt of the doubts 'and "fears and go 
, that 
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that are commonly ettertdined; among us about 
receiving the Sactament, are without ground or 
reaſon; and thatevery well diſpoſed perſon that 
hath no other deſign in that action bur to do his 
duty to God,and to expreſs his belicf and hopes in 
Jeſus Chriſt,and his thankfulneſs co God for him, 
may! as ſafely at any- time come to the Lord's 
table,as he may come to Church to ſay his pray- 
ers. Andift the caſe be ſo (as I believe it 1s) then 
of what a mighty priviledge and benefit do they 
deprive thetnſclyes,who when they have ſo many 
opportunities; do ſo feldom' joyn in that ſolemn 
Inſtitution-of our Lord,which (as, I ſaid) was de- 
q n'd forno other purpoſe, but to be the means 

our growing 1n grace and yertue, in love tO 
God and to-all the World: 

O therefore my Brethren, let me beg if You 
not to be ſtrangers at the Lord's Table. But I 
need-not beg it of you, for I'am ſure you will 
not, whenſoecver it ſhall pleaſe God to pur 1t1nto 
your hearts ſeriouſly to mind' the concernments 
of your Souls, and' to be heartily ſenſible of the 
need you ſtand in of the grace of Chriſt for the 
leading a holy:and pure-life. '' | 

I have but onething more inthe Sixth place, 
to leave with you, and Ihavedone. Ir is not.in- 
deed of thenature of: choſe things I have laſt re- 
commended: to you, that 18, /atneatis or: inftru- 
ment. of growing. more. :yerruotis "bat its a 
D principal 
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principal vertue jt {&If,, And 1-do therefore: re- 
commend it to. Youbecaule i it 45 at all times ukes 
ful, at all times ſeafonable, but more eſpecially ir 
ſeems to be ſo.now : And that is, that you would 

walk in Love, and ftudy Peace; and Unity, and 
live in all duciful fubjection xo thoſe whota God 
hath ſet over you, and endeavour utyour: feyes 

ral ſtations to promote the publick Happiheſs 
and Tranquillity as much as is poſſible: Bar by 
no means upon any ptetence; whatſoever to-dis - 
ſturb the publick Peace, or. tg: be any way cans 
ccrned: with them thar-doz by no means ever to 
Ingage 1n any party or faction, and.lcaſt 'of all 
any faction in Religion,whigh | 1s $rounded|! u 
a State-poInt. ..-,, SCLC 140 

I am ſorry che nofltzre of his: ainong a 

g1ves me occalionito mentio6n-this marter-; bur. 
It is too viſible to what a height, ouranirnoſitics 
and diſcontents are grown,:and whattheiconſe: 
quences. of them may be,unleſs. there-be atimely: 
{top put, to them, I eremble to; think. : | 

With mensdifferences asto their notionsaboue 
the.Politicks I am not cangern'd;. letmen frames 
what Hypotheſes. they. pleaſe about Government; 
tho 1 do not like them, yet: do: not think tay 
ſelf bound to Preach againſt them.” But whery 
theſe differences. are:come torthar:pals;that they: | 
threaten ba the Givi] and Ecclefiathcal Peavey 


Fa | can NQ;; Maſter fhomwld:beſdent:? ot 
"nt Church-- 
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 Chureh-diviſions ..God:knows we have, and 
hw always had too' many; but-1r. is very grie- 
Vous'. that "thoſe who have: always. declared 
themſelves the friends of our Church and cne- 
mies to:Schiſm, ſhould/ at this time of day, ſer 

their: helping hand to promote a Separation. - 

And yet it ſcems to this height are our diffe- 
rences come. Some people among us that for- 
merly were. very zealous for the eſtabliſhed wor- 
(hip of the Church,are now all of a ſudden ſo di- 
faſted with it, that they make aſcruple of being 
prefent at our © Service. Nay, ſome have pro- 
ceeded fo far as to declare, I know not 'upon 
whatgrounds, open war againſt us, and ſer' up 
Separate \ Congregations in oppoſition to: the 
Publick. 

. What 1s the meaning of this * hath Schifu 
and Separation from: the eſtabliſhed Worſhip, 
which hereroture was branded asfo hainous ain 
(and defervedly r00,) fo changedits nature all 
of a ſudden, that it 1s become not: ohh" ifnos 
cent: but a; duty? © 2: 1 

Have we not the ſane. Covernimctit both! ji 
Church and Scate that we'fortnerty had Have 


we not-the fame Articles/and PoEttines of Ries 


ligion publickly owned and profeſſed! and'taughr, 
without the leaſt alteration ? Have we not the: 
{ame Liturgy, the ſame Offices and Prayersuſed 
every day that have © always been 'Whar 1s- 

D 2 _ 
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there then to "ground a - ſeparation 'iupon ? 
Yes, But the names in the Prayers: are' changed, 
and we cannot pray for thoſe that 'are now in Autho- 
rity, as we could for thoſe that were heretofore. --. 
Bur how unreaſonable 1s this, when S. Paul. 
has bid us to put'up prayers and ſupplications and 
interceſſions ſor all men, eſpecially for Kings and all 
that are in Authority. Doth he make.any reftricti- 
on, any. diftinftion what /7gs, or what perfons 
in Authority we arc to pray: tor, and what not? 
Doth he not expreſly ſay, we muſt pray for 2 
men, and for all that are in authority * And doth 
not the reaſon of hisexhortation 1mply as much, 
if his words did not? Namely,'that we maylead 
quiet and peaceable lives. in all :godlineſs and! ho- 
. But Ipray confider what:this Doctrine leads 
to,. If this principle be admitted to be good Di- 
vinky, then fareywel all the obligations to Eccle- 
fraſtical Communion among Chriſtians, For: 
what: Government 1s, there 1n; the World that 
will not meet with ſuch Subjects as are not. ſa- 
tsfied with it? and. if that diflatisfaction. be a 
juſt reafon to break Communion. with tae Eſta- 
Þlihed Church, what Ligaments have we totye- - 
Chriſtians cogether ? What will become of ho/Z- 
ing the Unity of the Spirit: in the Bond of Peace 2 
What 1s the conſequence of. this, bur.endleſs! 
Schiſms and Separations ?- 1875 Ie 
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Biit further, I wiſh theſe Perſons would confi. 
det what an unaccountable humour i it 15,to make 
a Rent and Schiſm in the Church, upon a meer 
point of Statc. 

__ "Great Revolutions have happen'd 1n al Ages 
and in all Countrics, and we'have frequent in- 
ſtances of them 1n-ſory. - Bur I believe 1t- will 
not be eaſily found that ever any Chriſtians ſe- 
parated fromthe Church upon account of them: 
Still they kept unanimonſly to their Doctrine 
and their Worſhip, and never:concerned them- 
felves farther in the Turns of. Statc (how. great 
foeyer they were) 'than peaccably. to ſubmur co 
the Powers in being, 'and heartily to: pray' to 
God o to' proſper their Government;and'dire&t 
all thcir affairs, that all their*SubjeCts might lead 
quiet and peaceable lives under them in all 'Godli- 
ref and Honefty:* But when in a Revolution;”a - 
PENeS was adyanced to the Throne, that- they 

mo && up EL upon'to be a good man;and an encoti- 
dit 


the True, Religion'z 1h-char- caſe-they 

not Aly: Teadily ſubmit! to* him, bur ac- 
knowledged it' as the great bleſſing: of God to- 
' them, that he had raiſed up ſach a Man to rule 
over them: This was the Notion; and*-this' was 
the Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians as*ro 
this matter, I may indeed fay of the' Chriſtians 
inall Ages. And whatever you may have heard: 
to the contrary, I donbr' not 'to ſay that ig 
the: 
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the, very Doing of ia neal of England. 
 . 1 Ter me.theretore exhore. S you to be fal; 
lowers of. Peace. to promote publick Unity and 
Concord as much as is poſlible; to ſtufy to be 
quiet rand ;mind, your own bulineſs;,.to be more 
concerned for your. Country and Nation, than 
the Intereſt of any fingle.man. in it; heartily to 
ſubmit, co the Government ; and. not, only fo, 
but co. thank. God for the, Bleſſin 1Ngs yu. cnjoy 
under it; and, moſt; carneſtly ro. pray. for ithe 
Continuance of them : Laſtly, neyer to c{paule 
any party. or faction againſt the Government, 
nor cver.to be driven away from the Commu- 
nion. of the Ghurch, of which you have always 
profeſſed. : YOUr, ſelves members, by ay of pg 
pretences. which: ſome warm men mayſuggeſt ro. 
you. This I dare venture.to ſay,how. uncalie.ſoever 
fore,of.you now. may be in joxning- with our 
prayers, you will at laſt be { times. more ung 
cafje in ſeparatin from us. Egr, xctjon þ a f2 
bounds, and Gdd knows whit ri will, 
mar; at laſt. Were there nothing. cl{c eh 
Heat and ToghukaGy, ey Fre Ke Fer 
neb, the. beer Zeal-and Uncharicablenels chas 
Fae, xinget.a Fary doth PARA ingage IB 
:-I fay, wera-ahere. nothing elik bur.chis; 
man that:conſulrs, the peace of his qwn, mind, 
wauld toriany, conſideration leave the. publick 
Commpnongrd locale the cauſe.of, a. Fparats 
ntere 
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Intereſt.; But: there are: worſe Coſequenees thay. 
theſe, and. I\pray.God wertray never fect therdi; 


.. And now I have done with my Exhoriatibn. 
I have (poke my tiroughe -very-Teeely #6 Fo. 
And I hope you: will #etoive whit Have Fd 
with che ſ{me- kindnefs: that T wcantift. Cha. 
traely I have no reaſon tb deubt-of 3, tafrce 6 
lang an experietice 4s I have yall ef ark Ciyit 
lity and: Cahdor.” Indeed dufing bl ofe Gimme]. 
have beck: among; [you :(wHhith' ities 
hear Sixceervyents):Trhepe been To kihapfpthek 
td by: you; and Hive piceifcd ſo Hiahy Tet 
momes ici you! Good: wil; ehar T earinst but. 
rakenhis Oppontuhity b&Publickly 4cRRBWIEdE- 
ing my Obligations to.you, and retutfin#'Fba 
my Solemn-Thanks' for Them. . 

I cannot indeed-ſay that I have done my du- 


ty as I ought, and I heartily beg of-God to for- 


give all my defects. Bur I haye this ſarisfaction, . 
that I have” fincerely endeavoured in all my 
Preaching, to inſtru you in the true dodrine. 


of- the Goſpel, and to teach you the right way 


that: leads to Salvation. . And I am fo certain, .. 
that I bave npt- been, ,niſtgkers. my ſelf; nor 
miſ-led you ih” that: matter ;- that-I dare with- 
Confidence addreſs my ſelf to you in ſome of the. 
words of the Apoſtle, which do immediately 
follow after my Text : Viz. Thoſe. things which" 
Youee 
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you have; learned and received and heard from me; - 
EE 3 andthe God of peace: ſhall bei with you 


L ſhall ever bleſs God for that Providence of 
his, which placed me among you ; and as I ſhall 
always, and do,,carneſtly deſire all your pray- 
ers for me; ſo I ſhall always heartily pray for 
you. - That God would guide and proſper you; 
that his good Providence would always watch | 
oyer you, for Good ; that he would beſtow up- 
on you and your Children after you all ſorts of 
Bleſſings needful and: convenient for you; and 
eſpecially that he would deliver you from eve-, 
ry evil work, and preſerye you to his Heaven- 
Iy: Kangdom. This Gad of : his infuure _—_ 
grant, Be. + =>, 
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